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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE, CYPRUS R.) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL JUNE 16 
HEADED "SPYING BY THE RULES." 

2. THE PROCESS OE SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS COMES DOWN TO 

A CONTINUING QUEST TO DRAW RULES TO KEEP COMPETITION WITHIN 
BOUNDS. THE PURSUIT OF RULES IS ACKNOWLEDGED IN REGARD TO 
STRATEGIC ARMS. IT IS TACIT IN REGARD TO ESPIONAGE. BOTH 
SIDES LONG AGO DECIDED TO SPY-BUT WITHIN LIMITS. THOUGH 
THEY SURELY KNOW OR SUSPECT WHO MOST OE EACH OTHER'S AGENTS 
ARE, THEY GRANT THEM ENTRY AND LET THEM OPERATE- WHILE KEEP- 
ING AN EYE ON THEM. THE TWO GOVERNMENTS SHY FROM DOING 
PHYSICAL HARM TO EACH OTHER'S AGENTS. POLITICAL THINGS 
BEING EQUAL, EACH HESITATES TO EMBARRASS THE OTHER'S 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 153536 TOSEC 070085 

INTELLIGENCE SERVICE BY EXPOSURE. 

3. IN RECENT MONTHS, OE COURSE, POLITICAL THINGS HAVE NOT 
BREN EQUAL. THAT'S WHY THE AIR HAS BEEN UNUSUALLY FULL OF 
SPY CHARGES. BY THE RUSSIAN VERSION, WHICH SOME AMERICAN 
OFEICIALS PRIVATELY ACCEPT, THE UNITED STATES BENT THE RULES 
LAST MONTH BY ARRESTING, PUBLICIZING AND HOLDING FOR TRIAL 
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ON HIGH BAIL-RATHER THAN QUIETLY EXPELLING-TWO ACCUSED 
RUSSIAN SPIES. THE KREMLIN QUIETLY WARNED THAT "TWO CAN 
PLAY AT THIS GAME." WHEN, SOON, FURTHER PUBLICITY WAS 
GIVEN TO DISCOVER OF A SOVIET-OPERATED ELECTRONIC LISTENING 
POST IN THE U.S. EMBASSY IN MOSCOW, THE RUSSIANS PUBLICLY 
PROTESTED THIS "ARTIFICIAL AGGRAVATION" OF EAST- WEST 
RELATIONS. IN QUICK SEQUENCE THEY DISCLOSED THAT THEY 
HAD QUIETLY OUSTED AN ACCUSED AMERICAN SPY LAST JULY, AND 
THEY PULLED AN AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN OUT OF HIS CAR ON A 
MOSCOW STREET ON A REPORTED SMUGGLING CHARGE. APPARENTLY 
HE WAS ARRESTED TO BE EXCHANGED FOR THE ARRESTED RUSSIANS; 
REGARDLESS, WE DO NOT THINK HIS COMPANY, INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER, SHOULD DO NORMAL BUSINESS WITH THE RUSSIANS 
UNTIL HE IS FREE. 

4. IF THE UNITED STATES WERE PREPARED TO FOREGO SPYING 
THERE, IT WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO CRACK DOWN HARD ON 
SOVIET SPYING HERE. BUT ESPIONAGE CONDUCTED INSIDE 
RUSSIA REMAINS AN ATTRACTIVE AND PRESUMABLY USEFUL SUPPLE- 
MENT TO INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS CARRIED ON OUTSIDE. 
EXPERIENCE SHOULD HAVE SHOWN WHAT SORT OF OPERATIONS-WE 
REFER TO INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION-HAVE A VALUE WORTH THE 
STRESS AND RISK OF CONDUCTING. IF THAT MEANS THE SOVIETS 
WILL CONTINUE TO ENJOY ENHANCED OPPORTUNITIES TO COLLECT 
INTELLIGENCE HERE, THEN IT IS THE TASK OF U.S. COUNTER- 
INTELLIGENCE TO LIMIT THE DAMAGE. THERE IS NO PARTICULAR 
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BENEFIT, WE FEEL, IN BREAKING THE TACIT RULES BY WHICH 
THESE ACTIVITIES GO ON. THE RULES NOT ONLY REGULATE 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS. THEY ALSO PREVENT INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES FROM SOURING THE CLIMATE IN WHICH RULES ON 
MORE IMPORTANT MATTERS ARE PURSUED. END TEXT NEWSOM 
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